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Rockport,  Texas 

Rockport  is  a small  community  on  Aransas  Bay,  protected  from  the  Gulf 
storms  by  the  great  reef  running  along  most  of  the  Texas  coast.  Swept  continually 
by  cool  breezes,  its  endless  line  of  blue-grey  shadowed  water,  brilliant  white  sand 
and  numerous  fresh-water  inland  pools  supports  one  of  the  most  fascinating  bird 
population  to  be  found  anywhere.  Here,  under  the  kind  guidance  of  Mrs.  Hagar, 
I spent  a few  delightful  days  studying  at  remarkably  close  range  this  wondrous 
host  of  birds. 

We  started  off  very  early  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  August  1944  for  the 
Tules,  a dammed  streambed  covering  a good  area  east  of  the  village.  Low  growths 
of  Southern  live  oak  stretch  out  in  a green  canopy,  ideal  for  herons  to  alight  in. 
At  once  the  stilts  set  up  a noisy  chatter.  Their  young  lacked  the  strong  pink  legs 
and  greenish  black  sheen  which  reflects  so  beautifully  from  an  adult  in  the  clear 
water.  About  a hundred  Fulvous  Tree  Ducks  sat  on  the  surface,  the  morning  sun 
catching  their  soft  golden  sides.  A group  of  Black-faced  Glossy  Ibis  fed  in  solemn 
silence  along  the  further  bank.  Draped  in  black  mourning  they  seemed  to  form 
a sorrowful  chorus  gathered  beside  some  ancient  stream.  Caught  in  the  early  light 
their  backs  gleamed  with  a rusty  irradiance.  Contrary  to  a first  impression  these 
birds  are  not  black  at  all.  Over  their  lower  back  and  wings  spills  a rare  greenish- 
gray  color,  much  like  old  velvet  worn  by  time  and  use.  Everything  about  the  ibis 
suggests  a departed  age.  Such  dignified  prodding  would  be  more  natural  along  the 
Nile  or  on  the  frieze  of  an  Egyptian  tomb. 

As  I walked  up  the  path  beside  the  stream,  I was  reminded  of  a Ruisdale 
canvas:  low  water-seeped  greenery,  cows  standing  here  and  there  in  the  marsh, 
a canopy  of  vast  white-capped  Texan  sky.  The  Skimmers  arched  in  with  extra- 
ordinary grace  for  such  a fantastically  billed  creature.  There  is  much  of  the  tropics 
about  these  birds  with  their  soft  gray-black  wings  and  brilliant  red  bills  reflected 
in  the  surface  of  a sunny  pool.  Soon  I came  to  know  the  Mexican  Ground  Dove 
which  lacks  the  white  tail  feathers  of  the  more  common  Inca  species,  and,  after  a 
long  vigil,  I was  rewarded  by  the  sight  of  a lone  Wood  Ibis  circling  slowly  over 
us  with  well  crinkled  neck  and  knotty  head,  the  picture  of  stolid,  stoic  composure. 

The  afternoon  was  spent  chiefly  along  the  beach  where  excellent  observa- 
tions were  made  of  a Reddish  Egret  which  was  a disappointment  inasmuch  as  he 
showed  little  of  the  charming  pinkish  wash  and  delicate  neck  and  breast  feathers 
depicted  in  the  illustrations.  The  plovers,  however,  presented  almost  the  entire 
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race  within  a few  yards  of  sand.  The  long  bill  and  definite  white  eye  stripe  distin- 
guished the  Wilson  from  the  Semipalmated  which  also  lacks  the  enlarged  bill; 
the  Piping  with  short  black  collar  bars  ran  among  the  rarer  Cuban  Snowy  on  the 
warm  beach.  Some  strikingly  marked  Ruddy  Turnstones  and  Black-bellied  Plovers 
crowded  among  the  curlews.  The  Long-billed  species  seemed  almost  to  burlesque 
the  stately  Ibis  by  the  way  he  poked  his  ungainly  bill  into  the  receding  beach. 
Pectoral  and  Semipalmated  Sandpipers  stood  out  among  the  Gull-billed  Terns  and 
Sanderlings. 

We  were  up  and  about  the  Tides  even  earlier  on  the  morning  of  the  13th. 
The  sun  had  not  yet  risen  above  the  trees  and  the  sky  was  bright  with  a calm  lumi- 
nosity. Everything  was  bathed  in  the  wonderful  light  of  morning  when  the  world 
awakes  in  freshness  and  renewed  hope.  There  were  old  friends  again;  the  ibis  and 
skimmers,  godwits,  mottled  ducks,  yellow  legs  and  herons.  Something  new,  how- 
ever, was  astir  at  the  further  end  of  the  pool.  About  forty  Wood  Ibis  were  stand- 
ing stork  fashion  along  the  stream  bank.  Soon  they  took  off  and  drifted  in  the 
sky,  their  long  white  wings  deeply  edged  in  black  soaring  over  like  giant  kites. 
For  a long  time  we  watched  them  until  suddenly  I saw  a couple  of  colored  spots 
appear  over  the  trees.  In  the  glass  I picked  up  the  pink  clouds  drifting  toward  us  — 
Roseate  Spoonbills  — glorious  in  the  soft  morning  sky  with  touches  of  carmine. 
Thinking  back  I recalled  that  I had  seen  their  color  in  the  clear  mountain  eve- 
nings when  the  alpine  glow  flushes  over  a high  Sierra  peak,  or  again  in  the  lovely 
cloud  drifts  of  a Rocky  mountain  sunset.  It  was  a scene  that  comes  back  over  and 
over  — the  Roseates  arching  overhead  with  all  the  wonder  and  beautv  and  mys- 
tery of  the  avis  borne  on  their  wings  as  they  trailed  into  the  still  morning. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  on  the  beaches  of  Aransas  where  there  is  little 
natural  beauty.  However  among  the  few  birds  were  several  Cabot  Terns  and  a few 
handsome  Rnval  species.  Here.  too.  the  family  was  completed  with  fine  observa- 
tions of  the  Black.  Least.  Forster  and  Caspian  Terns.  In  those  brief  days  we  saw 
sixtv-six  species.  Yet  the  success  of  a trio  can  not  be  measured  in  the  length  of  a 
list.  Gladlv  would  we  have  sacrificed  all  else  for  the  pleasure  of  a quiet  hour  at  the 
Tides  with  the  Spoonbills  and  the  Ibis. 

— Harold  Kirker. 


December  Meeting 

The  327th  meeting  of  the  Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific  was  held 
Thursday  evening,  December  14th.  President  Arthur  H.  Myer  presided. 

Miss  Ivander  Maclver.  treasurer,  reported  two  new  members  Miss  Catherine 
F.  Stearns,  Director,  The  San  Francisco  Camo  Fire  Girls,  and  Mrs.  Don  King, 
Counselor,  The  San  Francisco  Camp  Fire  Girls,  presented  bv  Miss  Fay;  Miss 
Marie  Merrle  of  Lafavette,  California,  presented  by  Mrs.  Zinke:  and  Junior  mem- 
bers. Alan  Hardy  of  Berkeley  and  Michael  Mote  of  San  Francisco. 

Mr.  H.  V.  Leffler  reported  on  the  seven  census  parties. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Mavers  of  the  Sierra  Club  spoke  to  the  members  of  the  display  of 
Philip  Fair’s  animal  photographs  in  the  Shell  Building  windows. 

Bird  observations  were  reported  by  Mrs.  Estella  Bruce  of  Oakland,  Miss 
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Fay,  Mr.  J.  J.  Webb,  Mr.  Charles  A.  Bryant,  Mr.  Gordon  Bolander. 

Mr.  J.  J.  Webb  sent  in  a report  from  Mr.  Herbert  Friedman,  Curator,  Divi- 
sion of  Biids,  Smithsonian  Institution,  United  States  National  Museum,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  thanking  Mr.  Webb  for  back  numbers  of  the  Gull  to  complete  the 
Smithsonian's  tile  of  the  journal. 

Mr.  Webb  also  sent  in  a letter  from  Cpl.  Lawrence  L.  Turner,  now  of  Pratt, 
Kansas,  thanking  him  for  Mr.  Webbs  invitation  to  attend  the  meetings,  which 
he  would  have  enjoyed  but  for  his  recent  transfer  to  Kansas. 

The  speaker  of  the  evening,  Mr.  Paul  Coveil,  Lake  Merritt  Water  Fowl  Guide, 
illustrated  his  talk  on  the  varieties  of  birds  in  the  Oakland  refuge  with  slides  from 
his  own  collection  and  those  of  Mr.  Bolander's  collection. 

Mr.  Covell  spoke  of  the  Official  Banding  Station  which  ceased  its  work  this 
year  after  18  years  of  banding  birds.  Banded  birds  from  Lake  Merritt  have  been 
reported  found  in  Midwest  and  Western  states  as  well  as  Mexico,  according  to 
Mr.  Coveil.  The  height  of  the  season  to  study  the  unusual  visitants  is  from  Septem- 
ber to  December,  Mr.  Coveil  told  the  members. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  9 o’clock. 

— Jean  Bradford  Fay,  Recording  Secretary. 

December  Field  Trip 

The  twenty-sixth  annual  census  of  water  birds  at  Lake  Merritt,  Oakland,  was 
taken  on  Sunday,  December  17rh.  The  following  is  the  result  of  our  morning's 
walk  around  the  lake,  twenty-four  species  of  water  birds. 

Horned  Grebe  3;  Eared  Grebe  55;  Western  Grebe  7;  Pied-billed  Grebe  31; 
Farallon  Cormorant  10;  American  Egret  2;  Black-crowned  Night  Heron  13 
(probably  more  were  hidden  on  the  Island);  Lesser  Snow  Goose;  Mallard  75; 
Baldpate  26 1 (129  male,  132  female);  Pintail  1995  (1641  male,  354  female); 
Shoveler  1;  Wood  Duck  3;  Canvas-back  202  (73  male,  129  female);  Scaup  56; 
American  Golden-eye  54;  Ruddy  54;  Red-breasted  Merganser  2;  Coot  490; 
Glaucous-winged  Gull  125;  California  Gull  88;  Ring-billed  Gull  61;  Bonaparte 
Gull  326;  Forster  Tern  1;  Pinioned  Geese  not  included  in  the  above — Canada  2; 
Cackling  2;  White-fronted  1;  Lesser  Snow  3. 

Twentv-two  species  of  land  birds  were  seen: 

Anna  Hummingbird,  Red-shafted  Flicker,  Black  Phoebe.  California  Jay,  Tit- 
mouse Bush-tit.  Wren-tit,  Robin.  Rubv-crowned  Kinglet,  Cedar  Waxwing,  Au- 
dubon Warbler.  Townsend  Warbler.  House  Sparrow,  Brewer  Bkmk  Bird.  Cali- 
fornia Purple  Finch.  House  Finch.  Pine  Siskin.  Green-backed  Goldfinch,  Brown 
Towhee.  Junco.  White-crowned  Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow. 

Seventeen  members  and  four  guests  wee  present.  Members  attending  wre: 
Mr  and  Mrs.  Kilham.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mver;  Mesdames  Curtis.  Kellv  R ichnHson, 
Zinke:  Misses  Blake.  Chandler.  Fay.  Maclver,  Rinehart,  Stanton;  Messrs.  Heyne- 
man.  Leffler.  McGuchin. 

— Junea  W.  Kelly.  Leader  and  Historian. 

Observations 

Edited  by  ]unea  W.  Kelly 

The  following  observations  have  been  reported : 

White-throated  Sparrow  since  Nov.  21,  San  Rafael,  Glenn  Ensign. 
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50  American  Egrets,  stay  along  Highway  101  on  both  sides  of  the  Corte 
Madera  intersection,  Mary  Courtright. 

5 Townsend  Warblers,  2 Juncos,  1 Ruby  crowned  Kinglet,  2 Anna  Hum- 
mingbirds, 3 Hermit  Thrushes  at  6 p.m.,  Dec.  3 in  garden  217  Upper  Terrace, 
San  Francisco,  Mrs.  Oliver  Millard.  ( It  is  interesting  that  over  the  years  so  many 
species  and  individuals  have  visited  this  particular  garden.) 

Fox-sparrow  singing;  Myrtle  Warbler,  Nov.  19 — 2736  Fyon  St.,  San  Fran- 
cisco; Varied  Thrush,  Nov.  25,  Napa,  J.  J.  Webb. 

Western  Tanager,  Dec.  25,  11000  Broadway  Terrace,  Oakland.  Vee  K.  Cur- 
tis. 


Christmas  Bird  Census 

To  appear  in  February  number 
of  "The  Gull". 

Zone  Numbers 

Promptness  in  receiving  "The  Gull" 
depends  much  on  whether  zone  num- 
bers appear  in  addresses  or  not.  When 
paying  dues  for  1945  will  members 
please  see  that  their  zone  numbers  are 
included  in  their  addresses. 

January  Meeting 

The  regular  meeting  of  the  Associa- 
tion will  take  place  on  Thursday,  Dec. 
1 1,  at  7 : 30  p.m.  in  the  Assembly  Room, 
San  Francisco  Public  Library,  Larkin 
and  McAllister  Streets.  Our  good 
friend  C.  A.  ( Bert)  Harwell,  staff  mem- 
ber of  the  National  Audubon  Society, 
will  show  moving  pictures  of  birds. 


January  Field  Trip 

The  January,  1945  Field  Trip  will  be 
taken  to  the  Univevrsity  of  California 
Campus  (Berkeley)  on  Jan.  14th.  A 
second  party  will  proceed  also  up  Straw- 
berry Canyon.  Members  and  friends 
should  meet  at  Oxford  and  University 
at  9:45  a.m. 

From  S.  F.  Terminal  take  the  "F” 
train  at  9:10  (check  timetables)  and 
get  off  at  Berkeley  Station.  Cars  Nos. 
5 or  6 from  Oakland,  walk  up  one  block 
from  Shattuck.  Leader  of  Campus 
group;  Charles  Bryant;  leader  of  2nd 
group:  Mr.  C.  A.  Harwell.  Bring  bino- 
culars and  lunch. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arthur  Myer,  25  El 
Camino  Real,  Berkeley,  have  kindly  in- 
vited us  to  have  coffee  with  them  at 
12:30. 


Audubon  Association  of  the  Pacific 

Organized  January  25,  1917 

For  the  Study  and  the  Protection  of  Birds 

President Mr.  Arthur  H.  Myer 25  El  Camino  Real,  Berkeley  5 

Corresponding  Secretary .Mr.  Joseph  J.  Webb 519  California  St.,  San  Francisco  4 

Treasurer .Miss  Ivander  Maclver .2414  Telegraph  Ave.,  Berkeley  4 

Editor  Miss  Clelia  A.  Paroni 575  Vincente  Avenue,  Berkeley  6 

Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.m. 

Assembly  Room,  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  Larkin  and  McAllister  Streets,  San  Francisco. 
Membership  dues,  payable  January  1st,  $3.00  per  vear. 

Student  memberships,  $1.50  per  year.  Life  memberships,  $50  00. 

Members  are  responsible  for  dues  until  written  notice  of  resignation  is  received  by  Treasurer 


